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MSGA 6th Grade Band


Carrie Anderson, Director of Bands
canderson@marietta-city.k12.ga.us

WHY ARE YOU TAKING THIS COURSE?  
The purpose of all of the Marietta Sixth Grade Academy Band classes are to provide the students with substantial music education and musical skills to progress towards achieving the goals required of beginning band literature. The classroom structure will provide daily engagement of the students to achieve the goals and standards as set forth by the National Standards of Music and the Georgia Performance Standards for the Arts in Instrumental Music - Band.  . 
WHAT DO YOU NEED FOR THIS COURSE?
All Students are required to have a pencil in class on a daily basis.

 
Instruments in working condition with all necessary parts (See attached list) are to be maintained daily by the individual student. 
Students are expected to keep a 3-ring black binder with paper. This will contain specific handouts given in class as well as daily notes and reflections. This folder will serve as the MYP Developmental Workbook and will be required to meet some of the grading criteria for the class. 

Due to the nature of the class and the needs for uniformity, purchasing of music, guest instructors, and other various expenses; each student is required to pay a $40 per year fair share payment in which will help cover these costs. The payment made be made in cash or check made out to the MBA.
All students who do not already own an instrument need to come for instrument rental night the evening of Aug 15th @ MSGA between 4 and 7 to rent an instrument.
WHAT DO I EXPECT FROM YOU?

Expectations:

· Students are to be in their seats ready to play each day of class 

· Students are to have all equipment in working order at every rehearsal and performance

· Percussion: Individual Stick Bags with the following

· Snare Sticks, Hard and Soft Rubber, Yarn Marimba Mallets 
·  The brands Innovative or Vic Firth are preferred.

· Woodwinds: 3 working reeds in the case at all times, Cork grease, swab
· Brass winds: Mutes, Valve and slide oils

· Students are required to attend all performances.
· Students should take their instruments home regularly and practice/take private lessons

· Students are expected to be attentive and not distract during rehearsals

· Students will always have a pencil at their stands

ELECTRONIC USE POLICY
Use of cell phones and other electronics is NOT permitted in my classroom without permission.  This includes texting, listening to music, taking photos, recording video, etc.  Cell phones and electronics should NEVER be visible during tests or quizzes—even if you finish early. It is the student’s responsibility to have any electronic devices charged prior to coming to school.
HOW WILL YOU BE GRADED?

Grading for the class will be based on the assessment criteria as dictated by the Middle Years Programme. Even though all students in the class are not part of the program, to even out the evaluation criteria, all students will be assessed in the same manner. 
Category A – Knowledge and Understanding (20% of final grade)
(Any playing tests, pass off, or other assessment that shows growth. Written Tests, Quizzes or, activity in which proves the student understands a musical concept)
Category B – Developing Skills (60% of final grade)     
(Daily Rehearsal Skills Assessment)     
Category C – Thinking Creatively (10% of final grade)                     
(Aural analysis of a variety of musical examples)
Category D – Responding (10% of final grade)
(The documentation of class notes, reflections based on performances, and any other activity that is to be kept in the student’s developmental workbook)
WHAT IF I MISS AN ASSIGNMENT OR TEST?

It is important to make up any missed assignments. Missing work will be accepted up until the end of the grading quarter. Points may be deducted for work turned in late with a penalty of 25% of the grade at the teacher’s discretion.
WHAT IF I MISS A PERFORMANCE?

Due to the nature of the performance, students are unable to make up these events. Performances are a culminating assignment of the students work. Missing one student can have a major impact on the overall performance of the ensemble.  Our concerts are scheduled for December 12th at 6:30 at MSGA and May 10th at 6:30 at MSGA.  These will be our end of the semester concerts.  There will also be the Winter Showcase on February 2nd and Trills and Thrills in the spring.  These concerts are not for all students in the program and more information will be given as this gets closer.

Students with a legitimate excuse will need to turn in signed written documentation 2 weeks prior to the performance date.  Students will receive an alternate assignment.


If an unexcused absence occurs, students will have up to one week to turn in a signed note from the parent with a copy of the following project. Students will write a 3-page, typed, biography on the composer of the directors choosing.  This paper will be assessed as a late as assignment.
COMMUNICATION

 Ms. Anderson communicates several times weekly through the Aspen blog as well as email through Aspen.  Parents, please be sure to have an accurate and most often checked email in your student’s Aspen page.  You will miss valuable information if not checking email and the blog frequently.
CHEATING POLICY

Carrie Anderson, Band 2017-2018
As a student of MSGA, you are accountable for your learning and any actions that impede your success. As a result, you are required to sign the following agreement for this course on academic dishonesty.  

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following actions:

· Altering grades on student papers or my grade book on Aspen.

· Viewing another student’s test or allowing another student to have clear view of the test paper.

· Giving or receiving information from a test or quiz before it is administered.

· Stealing copies of the test or quizzes.

· Stealing the answer sheet from any assignment. 

· The use of hand signals, written, or oral communication to share answers during a test.

· The use of technology to share answers during a test.

· The use of any type of “cheat sheet” including, but not limited to piece of paper, body parts, shoes, clothing, desks, electronics, etc.

· The act of plagiarism.

· The use of technology to obtain assignments from another student.

· Copying any or all of another classmates’ work.**

· Sharing of written or assigned papers or out of class assignments. **

· Relying on other group members to do all the work for a project grade.

**Unless designated a teamed or shared assignment.

This syllabus is subject to change at the teacher’s discretion to accommodate for time restraints and/or to meet the individual needs and interests of the students. Students will be notified of changes in writing or via the teacher’s ASPEN page for this course. 
READ THE FOLLOWING LIST OF CONDITIONS CAREFULLY.  SHOW THE SYLLABUS TO YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN AND HAVE THEM SIGN IN SPACE BELOW.  RETURN TO Ms. ANDERSON BY 8-11-2017.
· I have read and understand all the attached policies and guidelines.

· I understand that the final grade in this course is directly related to regular attendance, intense preparation, and constructive participation, completion of projects and assignments, and acceptable behavior.

· I understand that each student is responsible for his/her own education.  
· I understand that grades are earned, not given.

· I understand that each student is able to ask for assistance at any time and that Ms. Anderson welcomes the opportunity to help!

- -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

My signature below signifies my understanding of the above cheating policy, my acknowledgement of the syllabus, and my agreement to abide by the principles of the MSGA Academic Honor policy.
Student Name:  ___________________________________
Period   ________

Student Signature: _______________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:  ________________________________________

Parent/Guardian e-mail:  ___________________________________________
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